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The Bordeaux Residence 4 5 5 8( .

The Bordeaux residence at 806 - lith Avenue was designed by architect
W. D. Kimball, whose practice in Seattle began in 1901 and included the
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Begun late in 1903 for Thomas Bordeawt, the residence was completed two
years later. Twenty-four thousand bricks were 1laid at 15¢/thousand; 26,000
vards of plaster @ 20¢ hundred yards and 42 barrels of cement @ 10¢/barrel
were used in this $15,000 home. Six years later, gas lighting was converted
to electric. The three stories house eight bedrooms, ballroom-sized halls,
a library, game rooms, five fireplaces and five bathrooms in addltlon to
living and dining areas.

The most remarkable feature of this large, half-timbered stucco and brick
Tudor Gothic residence is its candle-snuffer twmret, described as Tyrolean
by the 1913 publication "Homes and Gardens of the Pacific Northwest." Re-
cessed porches, tall decorative chimeys, a variety of dormers on a high
pitched hip roof, and handcarved wooden detalls, provide a richness of form
and texture. Solidly built, fastidiously maintained, and lushly landscaped,
the Bordeaux house, while less dynamic architecturally than the Moore house,
is still a substantial asset to the neighborhood.

Thomas Bordeaux

Thomas Bordeaux, a capitalist who gained his fortune by working in
lumber, from logging through management and ownership, was French Canadian
and learned to speak Friglish as a young man in the lumber camps. Starting
with a team of oxen purchased on credit, beef and beans, Bordeaux and his
borther Joseph formed the Mason County logging Company in Shelton, later
headquartering in Seattle as their operations expanded and Shelton's lumber
was depleted. It was at that time that Bordeaux moved to his new Seattle
residence. He was active in banking; he organized, directed and presided
over banks in Shelton and Seattle. His role in developing the state's
natural resources, principally lumber and oyster harvesting, is recognized
by state historians.

The present owners of the Bordeaux residence, Frank and Eileen Wieman,
purchased it in 1961 and conscientiously maintain its historic character
while simultaneously adapting it to present contingencies. An article in
the Seattle Times April 9, 1978, features photographs of the home,
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